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the purpose of strengthening friendship.5 In such circum-
stances, was Ellenborough to sit silent and, in the words of
Major William Napier. " foment the hopes of neighbouring
powers, eager for war, by a show of humility which could
only appear to them weakness ? " 6 He, therefore, promptly
decided on a bold policy and carried it through.
Soon after his arrival he wrote three letters to the Amirs,
which clearly state that *' on the day on which you shall be
faithless to the British Government, sovereignty shall have
passed from you." The threat contained in these letters was
not idle. It was, as Lord Ellenborough's Secretary wrote to
Major Outrarn, " a declaration of the Governor-General's fixed
determination to punish, cost what it may, the first chief who
shall prove faithless, by the confiscation of his dominion.5'7
This threat was not only brutal in its frankness, but was
denuded of all garb of friendship, which usually covered Lord
Auckland's communications. Now, at least, the Amirs might
know where they stood. Ellenborough quite realised that in
going forward he would be forging another link in the chain
of injustice started by Lord Auckland, but, as Sir W. Butler
puts it, " in India to go forward has often been to go wrong,
but to go back in that country has been always to admit the
wrong, and once to do that is to admit the truth of an argu-
ment which, if prolonged to its fullest consequences, must
lead us to the sea-coast." & Napier was in perfect agreement
with Ellenborough and, in fact, had forwarded a plan to
Calcutta giving his opinion as to how best the prestige of the
British arms could be retrieved in Afghanistan and the
countries of the Indus. But the new Governor-General,
though ardently wishing to extend the frontiers of British
India to the line of the Indus, was " far from aiming to take
advantage of past misdeeds " and " gave warning for the
future only." 9
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